Atlantic City Images from the collection of Robert E. Ruffolo, Jr.

1. Copper Sculpture; Our Lady Star of the Sea Church, California and Atlantic Avenues.

2. Watercolor; Gerald Wiessler; 1978; Atlantic City Skyline, L-R Ambassador, Ritz, Convention Hall, Holiday Inn, Shelburne, Dennis, Blenheim.

3. Fine Art Reproduction on Canvas; William Trost Richards; Absecon Lighthouse was completed in 1856 and first lighted January 15, 1857.  Before 1890, the only structure over 100 feet high was the Absecon Lighthouse.

4. Watercolor; George E. Essig; Grounds of what is now Our Lady Star of the Sea Rectory and Church, Atlantic Avenue between California and Texas Avenues.  Grounds purchased for $4,500 in 1884.

5. Pen & Ink on a Manilla Envelope, Atlantic City Fire Department Station #4 located at the intersection of California and Atlantic Avenues has served the City continuously since it’s opening in 1913.  S. Hudson Vaugh, an architect and a former member of the Atlantic City Volunteer Fire Department designed this eighty-nine year old structure.  This station originally quartered Engine Company #4, Truck Company “B” and the duty Deputy Fire Chief.   Currently it houses Engine Company #4, Ladder Company #3 and the Second District Battalion Fire Chief.  Many improvements and repairs have been made to this station over the years, but every effort is being made to preserve its original ornate designs as originally built.

6. Watercolor of the Shelburne Hotel.

7. Watercolor; Hansberry; Hotels Dennis, Marlborough-Blenheim and Claridge.

8. Etching; George E. Essig; Duck Hunter in the reeds waiting to shoot dinner.

9. Watercolor; George E. Essig; Foggy morning tonging for clams.  The use of a scissors clam rack to harvest clams.  Today 1/3 of all clams consumed in the world are harvested through New Jersey ports.

10. Watercolor; James A. Madison, ASAA; Arnette French rides Red Lips diving 30 ft into a 15 ft pool of water.  Over 2,000 people could watch each Steel Pier diving act.

11. Watercolor.  Atlantic City…the way it was.  First class shops line the boardwalk and promenade of the Dennis Hotel, the Blenheim in the background.  The short-lived electric rolling chairs toured the boardwalk.

12. Print; Louis Levine; Chalfonte Haddon Hall and the Boardwalk.

13. Print; Louis Levine; Docks of the back bay.  Levine was known as the fasted sketch artist in the world and operated a shop on the boardwalk, Louis’s Artist Village.  He and other artists would sketch a caricature portrait in less than 10 minutes.

14. Watercolor; Gerald Wiessler; Hotels from left to right…Shelburne, Dennis, Blenheim, Marlboro, Claridge, Brighton, what is now known as Parklane, Morton, Traymore, Chalfonte Haddon Hall.

15. Colorized Photograph; Pedestrian seating area and the boardwalk shops including LeRose Jewelers operated by Rose McCarthy. 1241 Boardwalk, Atlantic City.

16. Watercolor; K. Johnston; Historic Gardner’s Basin.  Atlantic City Boat and engines in the background.

17. Colorized Print from Harpers Weekly;  The Beach, Atlantic City.

18. Print; Clarence F. Underwood; 1871-1929.  Bathing in the Surf…the girl…the guy…the ocean.  (
19. Watercolor; Absecon Lighthouse.  Purchased from the estate of Harry Morningstern, 1899-1987

20. Print; Doug Snow; Boardwalk. Ford Times Art Collection. Resting reading the newspaper after strolling on the boardwalk enjoying the famous Atlantic City Boardwalk Art Show.

21. Watercolor; Marian Reinheimer; 1990; Gardner’s Basin, Atlantic City.

22. Watercolor; Anna R. Sabin; Ventnor Heights.

23. Watercolor; Ed Wismer of Ocean City, New Jersey; The Monument and Atlantic City High School.  Within the monument is a bronze replica of the Marne Monument.  The original is a stone colossal monument designed by Frederick MacMonnies.  The Battle of the Marne Monument is the counterpart of our Statue of Liberty.  About 70’ in height, it is a gift from America to France immortalizing the heroic French stand against the German forces outside of Paris in September 1914.  It was paid by school children and in part by private contributions from all over the the United States.  The Committee for the Memorial selected Frederick MacMonnies to design the model, and subsequently Edmondo Quattrocchi, another American sculptor, to translate the work into stone.  

24. Poloroid Emoltion Photograph; Donna Connor; Princeton Antiques Bookshop 2917 Atlantic Avenue.

25. Oil on board; The Famous Atlantic City Skyline.  

26. Colorized Photograph; Venus Ramey, Miss Washington, D.C. who was crowned Miss America 1944.

27. Color Photograph; Hess Studios.  Magnificent skyline of the World’s Playground. 

28. Oil on Canvas; Hotel Dennis with the Blenheim in the background 

29. Painting; 1917; from a sketch as it looked in 1869;  The Thoroughfare.   The Atlantic City end of Old Turnpike Road.  The old bridge over what is now the bay at Florida Avenue 

30. Oil on Board. A scene from Brigantine looking west to Atlantic City. 

31. Watercolor; George E. Essig; Inside the Delaware breakwater sketched from the beach at Lewes in front of Rev. Lynch House where I stopped while at Lewes for several seasons.

32. Print of a watercolor; DJ Kennedy of Philadelphia, PA; August 1875; Absecon Lighthouse and The Senate House, Henry B. Cook-owner.  Painted from a Sailing inside the Brigantine Channel off the beach south.of Rhode Island Ave, Atlantic City.  

33. Watercolor; James Fox; 1938; Near Albany Avenue bridge with Atlantic City High School in background.  

34. Print; Charles Lounsberry; 1974; “Lets Get A Sub”  White House Sub Shop, Home of the Submarines, 1974.

35. Artists Rendering; Boardwalk Wing and Pavillion, Haddon Hall.  Now Resorts International.  Leeds I. Lippincott & Co., Atlantic City, New Jersey.  Rankin, Kellogg & Grine, Architects.

36. Church on Pacific Avenue, Atlantic City.

37. A fall sunset in the back bay.

38.  Loumar Apartments, 1329 Pacific Avenue, (Pacific and Ocean Avenues) Atlantic City.

39. The Thoroughfare, now known as Old Turnpike Road, Pleasantville, New Jersey.  In the vicinity of Pleasantville bus station.

40. Oysters & Knickerbocker Ice

41.  The Original Atlantic City.  Wood engraving from a painting by William T. Richards.  

42.  Watercolor; George E. Essig; Looking for Survivors.

43.  Olivet Presbiterian Church, Tennessee and Pacific Avenues, Atlantic City

